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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
April 7, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:03 PM.  Quorum was established with 15 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

• Lunch rates are now $5 ($3 for students) 
• JCM was a great success- special thanks to Andreas Savakis and Judy Principe along with all the 

volunteers for doing a great job.  Section chairs- please make sure to file your L31 if you sponsored 
a talk to get credit!   

• RES Gala, this Saturday, April 11.  We will be sending approx. 12 members and be sitting next to 
Harris and Xerox tables. Note the local awardees: 

• RES will award engineer of the year to “LK Mestha”.   
• RES selected Matt Sidley as finalist for young engineer of the year award. 
• Two IEEE scholarships awarded: Gary Ge and Matthew Archibald, both from UR.  Each 

will get $1500 IEEE scholarship. 
• Red Wings baseball game, May 1st, 6pm picnic start, 7:05pm game start.  $8/$5 for 

members/students.  (non-members other than one guest per IEEE member are $16)  Includes picnic 
with food at the 10th Inning Bar at Frontier Field before the game.  For more information, contact 
thomas.pian@outlook.com   

• Check your email regarding info on promoting our members to senior member.  See award report 
from Jean Kendrick below. 
  

Section Vice-Chair Report – Andreas Savakis 
• Joint Chapters meeting was Tues, March 31st, RIT Inn and Conference Center.  Eight technical 

presentations were followed by keynote speaker Dr. Stephan Wurm, from Semantech. Estimate over 
100 in attendance. Looking for suggestions on how to get folks to register earlier on in the process, 
as most attendees registered in the last week.  Gave three awards for poster presentations. 

 
Section Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes 
• No monthly report, but regarding JCM, the section collected $1435 via online registration, HTR 

donated $1250, and we collected $210 at the door for a total of $2895 (exceeded projected income 
by ~$600) 

• Reimbursements can be made (for JCM or any event) by sending email to Bill 
(william.fowlkes@kodak.com) using RTF form.  

 
Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
• Motion to approve March minutes by Jean Kendrick, second by Joe Devita . 

 
Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• No report, although they sponsored a successful talk at JCM  
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Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Peter Anderson  

• “Genetic algorithms, Part II”, by Peter Anderson, Tues, April 7th, 7pm, RIT, bldg. 70, room 3000. 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski / 
Frank Ryan  

• No report- Will reach out to this society to see latest status. 
 

Electron Devices Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 

• No report, although they sponsored a successful talk at JCM  
 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology –Cristian Linte    
• Had meeting on March  17th - Larry Ray from Carestream.   
• Christian Linte presented at JCM 
• Next technical meeting: April  21st – Iris Asllani from RIT, “Measuring Brain Function in Aging 

and Disease: A Multimodal Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) Approach”.  Location 
is RIT, 75-1160.  Schedule: 5-6pm pizza, 6-7pm talk 

• Looking to book May meetings 
 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 

• No report, although they sponsored a successful talk at JCM  

  

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• No report 

  
Antennas & Propagation/ Microwave theory techniques – Greg Pettis  

• Had JCM speaker, Dr Frank Scharf on physics behind plasmas and microwave and RF applications 
with respect to plasma 

 

Photonics- Bruce Smith 

• Sponsored keynote speaker, Stefan Wurm at JCM.   
• Hoping to have two more meetings by summer.  In September looking to hold a joint meeting with 

the Optical Society of America 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• 11th annual Engineering symposium coming Wed, April 29th, downtown Radisson Rochester.  37 

talks, six of which are sponsored IEEE speakers - listing of all presentations can be found in March 
RES.  $20 for students, $160 for members 
 

Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 

• No report, although they sponsored a successful talk at JCM  
 

Technology & Engineering Management Council –Chris Cassidy  
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• Had two successful events at JCM: 1) talk by Scott Catlin entitled “UR Ventures: Commercializing 
University Technology” , and 2) sponsoring JCM panel discussion on Venture Capital, led by Kevin 
Phelps  
 

Young Professionals – Survi Kyal 
• No report 

 

Student Branches – Mark Shrader 

• No report 
 

University of Rochester Student Branch - Jeremy Warner for Wendi Heinzelman  
• Attended wireless museum in Mendon, study session, co-sponsored UofR hack-a-thon, hoping to 

attend student leadership conference.  
 

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch- Gill Tsouri, Mehran 

• No report. 
 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report – 

• Concentrating on getting more senior members- see award report from Jean Kendrick below. 
 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• Region 1 awards until June 15th.   
• Will do a “IEEE senior member” submission seminar, Wed April 15th 5:30-6:30pm, at UofR.  To 

qualify, an IEEE member in good standing needs to have been in an engineering field for 10 years 
or more- academic counts.  The application (takes ~30 mins) will ask you to describe significant 
performance measures for the last 5 years (teaching, patents, publications all qualify) 
 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report, however: Working on E3 fair, a design contest put on by engineering societies for local 

6-8th graders.  Two science fair type competitions (Lego task, and robot through maze).  Even will 
be at RIT in Clarke Gym on Thurs, April 9th, 9-11am.  This year will be the 25th anniversary of this 
event. IEEE will be recognized.  Always looking for student judges and senior engineers to 
volunteer.  Will also have ~20 booths setup from different societies and RMSC.  Please contact 
Jayanti (jnveee@rit.edu) or Gil Tsouri (grteee@rit.edu) if you can help.   

 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Prakash Duraisamy 
• Prakash Duraisamy (pdvcs@rit.edu) has taken over for Sam Fryer.  Still learning how to maintain 

website and email lists- hoping to meet with Sam before next meeting.   
 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• Anh Karam (atkdar@rit.edu), a development operations manager at RIT is interested in replacing 

Jack Schanker (Jack asked to step down). 
The deadline for material submissions for the May newsletter is this week.   
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PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• Will be doing E3 fair booth Thurs, April 9th 9am-noon, at RIT Clarke Gym (will do something on 

light as this is the year of light!)  
• PACE has an annual meeting for training, entrepreneurship, job hunting, building resume, etc.  This 

meeting is usually held meeting in parallel with an Engineering in Medicine and biology conerence.  
This year the conference is in Milwaukee.  Typical cost with travel is around $1200.  Cristian Linte 
will be attending this year and would like to represent our section (hope to get $500 reimbursement 
from Region 1). 

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  

• RES Gala- Sat evening, April 11th.  12 members have registered.  Will have drone with camera, circus 
entertainment, robot display, and gaming table.  IEEE will pay for half of ticket cost (your cost and 
your guest will only pay $40 each for $80 tickets).  Lots of sponsorship from local engineering firms.  
Please contact Harold if you are going.   

 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Held meeting on March 9th.   
• Next meeting, April 13th, noon, Strasenburgh Planetarium. 
• Mailed mini-grant check to Churchville-Chili district which was advertised in D&C! 
• Will be at E3 fair at RIT on April 9th 
• DaVinci exhibit at RMSC great educational exhibit 

 

Rochester Professional Consultants Network- Mark Schrader 

• No report 

 

Old Business-  
  
New Business-  
 

Peter Anderson inquiring about advertising for events.  Vtools does a great job, but wants to do more.  Bill 
Fowlkes reminded us that using vtools is a three step process: 1) Creating a meeting; 2) announcing the 
meeting (note: vtools needs 5-days to process this before it can be sent out to members); and 3) creating a 
L31. 

  

Open Discussion 
 

Adjournment 
• Motion to adjourn meeting by Bill Fowlkes, second by Ray Ptucha, approved. 

 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 
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2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Andreas Savakis [5 minutes]   

Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes [10 minutes]   

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – Dec Meeting Minutes  

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Frank Ryan 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Cristian Linte 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Life Members – Henry Simon 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis  
Photonics – Bruce Smith 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy 
vtools coordinator- Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – Greg Gdowski [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business   

 Lunch costs at Excom meetings- Bill Fowlkes 

New Business   

  

Adjournment 

Date:  Tuesday, April  7, 2015, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

April 7, 2015 

Attendance List 

31 in Attendance 

 

Name Position 

Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Savakis, Andreas Section-Vice Chair 

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Fowlkes, William Section-Treasurer 

Kendrick, Jean Section- Awards chair 

Loui, Alex Section-Sr. Past Chair/ R1 Western Area Chair 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Anderson, Peter CSCIS- Chair 

Pettis, Greg mtts-Chair 

Smith, Bruce Photonics- Chair 

Cassidy, Chris T&EMC-Chair 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Duraisamy,  Prakash  electronic communications coordinator  

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Paschal, Harold RES Representative/ tmc-Vice Chair 

Lindner, Jim Member 

Oswald, Jim Vol-Member at Large 

Sidley, Matthew Vice-Chair MTT, Member 

Scheerens, Larry Vol- Member at Large 

Warner, Jeremy Stud-UofR ex-Chair 

Fraumani, Justin Stud-UofR  

Lim, Aaron Stud-UofR  

Walters, Danielle  

Das, Madirakshi Kodak-alaris 

Shakar, Pallu RGE 

Stubler, Peter Kodak-alaris 
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Eliasz, Brett Bergmann Associates 

DeLoBrueve, Joe CHA inc 

Njoku, Agwu  

Sharma, Gaurav Past Chair 

Karam, Anh Vol- Member at Large 


