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IEEE Providence Section Executive Committee (with guest speaker)
The IEEE Providence Section has been very active in 2016, sponsoring fifty talks and seminars to date, working on a number of IEEE Milestone projects, continuing to be active in pre-university and university Robotics, and sponsoring other activities such as the ever-popular Underwater Acoustic Signal Processing (UASP) conference held at the Alton Jones campus of the University of Rhode Island last October and the 25th North Atlantic Test Workshop (NATW) at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick, Rhode Island, on 9-11 May.
A new Chapter, chaired by Professor Charles Thangaraj of Roger Williams University, has been approved by MGA under the IEEE Computer Society.  This brings the total number of active Providence Technical Chapters to five, including a Reliability Chapter which is Jointly sponsored with Boston and New Hampshire.  The other Providence Chapters are Signal Processing (SP), Ocean Engineering (OE), and Engineering in Medicine and Biology (EMBS).  The other Chapter chairs are Cathy Ann Clark of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, Newport, Rhode Island (SP), Sandy Williams of Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (OE), and Benjamin McPheron of Roger Williams University (EMBS).
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Dr. Ali Khademhosseini, speaking to the Providence EMBS Chapter on "Nano- and Microfabricated Hydrogels for Regenerative Engineering"
We also have a Young Professionals group under the leadership of Benjamin McPheron and four active Student Branches.  The branches at Brown University in Providence, RI, the University of Massachusetts in Dartmouth, MA, and the University of Rhode Island in Kingston, RI, are now joined by a new branch at Roger Williams University in Bristol, RI with Kelsey Cintorino serving as Chair and Benjamin McPheron as Faculty Counselor.

In other news, we support various groups in Robotics.  In particular, Bill Horan and Marty Cohen work with Coach Dickison and his Rogers High School Underwater Robotics Team, shown below receiving Senate Citations for winning the 2015 Regional Sea Perch Derby.  After winning the regional contests, the team traveled to New Orleans on May 2 to compete in the National Sea Perch robotics competition where they made it to the final round.
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Rogers High School Underwater Robotics Team
The Section also supported an IEEE table at the 2016 Robot Block Party and IEEE Student Branch Micro Mouse Competition at Brown University on 9 April.  
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IEEE Providence Section table at the 2016 Robot Block Party

In exciting local news, the Providence Section sponsored an All Saints STEAM Academy (AS2A) project to make ham radio contact with the International Space Station (ARISS) from All Saints Academy in Middletown, Rhode Island.  Contact was made to the delight of the students and the many interested adult guests on May 6.
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The International Space Station
Steve Crocker, our Milestone Chair, has submitted two Milestone proposals.  An IEEE plaque to commemorate the western connection of the 1898 Trans-Atlantic Cable at the French Cable Museum in Orleans, MA is being considered at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute.  A corresponding plaque at the eastern connection in Brest, France is also under consideration.  A second proposal has been submitted to commemorate the development of the Chirp Sonar Sub-bottom Profiler at the University of Rhode Island.
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Trans-Atlantic Cable Milestone Proposal
This is just a sample of the many IEEE Providence Section on-going activities for 2016.  We are currently looking forward to another exciting Yankee Steam-Up at the New England Wireless and Steam Museum in E. Greenwich, Rhode Island on 3 October.
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New England Wireless and Steam Museum

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Ann Clark
Providence Section Chair
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