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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
Feb 3, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:08 PM.  Quorum was established with 14 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

• “Introduction to vtools” orientation planned for next meeting.  If have a portable screen, please let 
Greg know.   

• Prakash Duraisamy will be taking over for Sam Fryer as our electronic communications 
coordinator. 

•  Jack Schanker looking to step down from newsletter.  (Responsibilities include solicitation info 
from section, collate, then pass onto RES) 

• New “solid state circuit society” Chapter, joint effort with Syracuse, Binghampton, and Rochester 
• RES nominations for engineer of the year award “LK Metzla”.  RES nomination for young engineer 

of the year award- Matt Sidley.   

 

Section Vice-Chair Report – Andreas Savakis 
• Joint Chapters meeting, Tues, March 31st, RIT Inn and Conference Center- Keynote speaker will be 

Dr. Stephan Wurm, from Semantech.  Chapter chairs- if planning on having a speaker, please send 
speaker name, title, and chapter affiliation to Andreas this week.  Need volunteers to bring portable 
projectors to JCM.  Will open vtools for registration soon.     

 
Section Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes 
• Dennis closing out 2014 with a self-audit. 
• General protocol regarding requests for funds and dispersement:  Requires a request form to be filled 

out in advance (two copies).  Form on website, or send email to Bill.  Bill can send the check via 
mail or has checkbook at meeting.     

• State of economic health:  Account balances handed out (~$200K in accounts). 
• Proposing raise the fee for lunch to $5 (section cost approx. $8-$10 per person).  Motion to discuss 

by Bill Fowlkes, Bill Brewer second.  Several alternate proposals discussed: leave rate alone, only 
raise rate if order a drink, raising rate to $4, and paying members to attend.  Discussion tabled until 
next month. 

• Rebate from IEEE.   L31’s need to be filed for all chapter technical activities.  If groups file 2 or 
more technical events per year, we get $200 rebate per chapter. Three groups have done five official 
events.  Three groups had 0 or 1 L31’s filed, and we will be losing $200 per each group.   May or 
may not be too late to file L31’s from next year.  Preferred way to manage actives is to use vtools to 
create meeting announcement, report on meeting, then generate L31. 

 
Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
• Motion to approve Dec. minutes by Paul Lee, second by Christian Linte. 
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Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

Via email: 

• Joint chapter meeting speaker Dr. Giridhar Mandyam, VP Qualcomm. Dr. Giridhar plans to give a 
tech talk on network security. We are waiting for the title, abstract etc.  

• Dr. Shenoy was invited by the IEEE communications society North America to a meeting at 
Globecom, Atlanta on 7th Dec. This was a meeting for the regional chapter chairs to describe the 
activities in their sections. She explained about the exec committee and the yearly budget to invite 
speakers and conduct workshops. They were very impressed with the workshop activities last yr. 

• As chair of the IEEE 1910 working group for Loop Free Routing and Forwarding, Dr. Shenoy 
conducted a 1/2 day meeting discussing on the standardization effort for her project on meshed tree 
switching protocols.  

• Dr. Shenoy is also a member of the standards association development board and attends their 
yearly get together and meeting.  

 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Peter Anderson  

• Will be co-sponsoring meeting this Friday, Feb 6th, noon-1pm, Xerox Aud, RIT: Dr. Min-hwa Chi, 
Globalfoundries, Malta, NY.  “A Seminar on Advanced 14 nm Nano CMOS finFET Technology”,   

• Still looking for JCM speaker 
• Scheduling a meeting on Genetic Algorithms- part II.   

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski for 
Frank Ryan  

• No report 
 

Electron Devices Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
• JCM speaker will be Dr. Min-hwa Chi, Globalfoundries, Malta, NY 

 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology –Cristian Linte    
• Had meeting on Jan. 13th: Gabriel Diaz, “Eye-Movements predict future ball location in a virtual 

reality catching task”.   
• Feb. 17th –6pm, Rochester BioVenture Center, 77 Ridgeland Rd, Roch, NY.  6-7pm: pizza, 7-8pm, 

Carl Helmers- “The Story of Byte Magazine: Its creator & first editor's reflections on how PCs 
came to be”  . 

• March  17th meeting- Larry Ray from Carestream 
 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
• Have a speaker for the JCM, Matt Hoffman, “Ground tracking and detection with multi-model 

sensors” but don’t yet have a title and abstract.  
• Officer elections coming up soon. 

  

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• From Jean Kendrick:   

o If (Age + #years IEEE member >= 100 && Age>= 65) you qualify as life member 
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Antennas & Propagation/ Microwave theory techniques - Matthew Sidley  

• Leadership change: 
o Chair: Greg Pettis gpettis@harris.com 
o Vice-Chair: Matthew Sidley msidley@harris.com 
o Treasurer: Jayanti Venkataraman jnveee@rit.edu 
o Secretary: Joe Majkowski jmajkows@harris.com 

• JCM  speaker: Frank Scharf, from CST in Boston..   
 

Photonics- Tom Pian for Bruce Smith 

• Stefan Werm from Sematech Alliances will be keynote speaker for JCM talking about Sematech 
alliances.   

• JCM speaker will be Stefan Treble from RIT discussing silicon photonics. 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• 11th annual Engineering symposium coming Wed, April 29th, downtown Radisson Rochester.  Six 

speakers confirmed- listing of all presentations can be found in March RES.   
 

Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
• No report  

 

Technology Management Council – Paul Lee for Chris Cassidy  
• Sponsoring panel discussion on venture capital at JCM 

 

Young Professionals – Survi Kyal 
• No report 

 

Student Branches – Mark Shrader 

• UofR student branch just had their elections: 
a. President- Gary Ge ’16 
b. Vice President- Minsoo Lee ‘16 
c. Secretary- Jenna Becerra ‘17 
d. Business Manager: Graham Jones ‘17 
e. Project Manager: Borja Rojo ‘17 
f. Graduate Representative: Jeremy Warner ’15, MS ‘16 

• RIT working on new officers 
• No word from Alfred yet. 

 

University of Rochester Student Branch - Wendi Heinzelman  
• 7 people on leadership board. Last Friday had general meeting (20-25 people in attendance).  This 

weekend will have first community meeting.  Research talk with UofR professor (Marvin Doiley) 
lined up.  Working on collaboration with robotics club.  Looking to do another school outreach 
project (similar to speaker project from last year) . 
 

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch- Gill Tsouri 

• No report. 
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Committee Reports  
Membership Report – 

• Feb 29th membership due, or you will be deactivated.   
 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• One “IEEE fellow” nomination in progress, may have a second!  Nominations due March 1st.  (large 

application …so start early!)  Often best to have a nomination through a society. 

 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report.  

 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Sam Fryer 
• In transition with  Prakash Duraisamy  

 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• Jack would like to step down from the newsletter responsibilities 

The deadline for material submissions for the March. newsletter is Feb 9th- via email.   
 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• No report   

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  

• Working on evaluation committee for scholarships.  Two $1500 undergrad scholarships (considering 
switching to three at $1K each).   If interested in helping review, please contact Harold.   

• RES Gala planning in progress, Sat evening, end of April 11th.  Will have drone with camera, circus 
entertainment, robot display, and gaming table.  IEEE will pay for half of ticket cost. 

 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Held meeting on Jan 12th.   
• Delivered one (Canandaigua academy) of  four $250 Minigrant applications. (FIRST robotics field 

controller, t-shirt making supplies for t-shirt cannon, graphing calculators for children with educational , 
trail signs near Churchville-Chile school)  

• Taking new minigrant applications (science oriented applications). 
• Next meeting, Feb 9th, noon, Strasenburgh Planetarium   

 

Rochester Professional Consultants Network- Mark Schrader 

• In February, consultant boot camp starts- four consecutive Tuesdays.  Details on the website (type 
RPCN in search window). 
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Old Business-  
  
 
New Business 
 Fri, May 1st, 7:05pm, RedWings baseball game.  Catered picnic.  IEEE will subsidize.  (Same date as 
Imagine RIT) 

  

Open Discussion 
 

Adjournment 
• Motion to adjourn meeting by Ray Ptucha, second by Sam Freyer, approved. 

 

 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Andreas Savakis [5 minutes]   

Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes [10 minutes]   

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – Dec Meeting Minutes  

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Frank Ryan 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Cristian Linte 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Life Members – Henry Simon 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Matthew Sidley  
Photonics –   
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy 
vtools coordinator- Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – Greg Gdowski [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business   

  

New Business   

  

Adjournment 

Date:  Tuesday, Feb  3, 2015, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 



   
7

 

IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

Feb 3, 2015 

Attendance List 

25 in Attendance 

 

   

 

 

Name Position 

Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Savakis, Andreas Section-Vice Chair 

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Fowlkes, William Section-Treasurer 

Kendrick, Jean Section- Awards chair 

Krispinsky, David PES-Chair 

Anderson, Peter CSCIS- Chair 

Sidley, Matthew MTTS- Chair 

Vodacek, Anthony GRS-Chair 

Lee, Paul vtools coordinator  

Schrader, Mark Section-Student Activities Chair  

Fryer, Sam electronic communications coordinator  

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Paschal, Harold RES Representative/ tmc-Vice Chair 

Anderson, Dave Student UofR graduate chair 

Heinzelman, Wendi UofR Student Faculty Advisor 

Hsu, Ken Past section chair 

Pian, Thomas TMC- Past Chair 

Scheerens, Larry Vol- Member at Large 

Warner, Jeremy Student UofR Chair 

Fraumeni, Justin UofR undergrad 

Jones, Graham UofR student business manager 

Guo, Xuan RIT, PhD student 

Walters, Danielle Vol- Member at Large  

Lim, Aaron UofR undergrad 

  


