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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
May 5, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:09 PM.  Quorum was established with 14 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

• RES Gala, was Saturday, April 11 with twelve members in attendance.  Note the local awardees: 
• RES engineer of the year to LK Mestha.   
• Matt Sidley was finalist for young engineer of the year award. 
• Two IEEE scholarships awarded: Gary Ge and Matthew Archibald, both from UR.  Each 

will get $1500 IEEE scholarship. 
• Red Wings baseball game was May 1st, forty-three people attended. Thank you Paul Lee and Tom 

Pian for organizing.  Thank you Nesco for sponsoring.   Senior status elevation meeting on Wed, 
April 15th, got six member applications filled out.  Thank you Jean Kendrick. 

• Greg will be attending IEEE USA meeting in Milwaukee next month. 
• ASME landmark achievement award event in June being handed out to George Eastman House next 

month. 
 

Section Vice-Chair Report – Andreas Savakis 

• The bill from RIT Inn for the JCM has been received for $4,983.90- via email. 
 

 
Section Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes 
• Latest report handed out  
• Current estimates of recent events: 

1. JCM: Revenue $2895, Expenses $6050  
2. RES Gala: Revenue $550, Expenses $960 
3. Red Wings Baseball: Revenue $1055 (Nesco donated $500), Expenses $887 

• Reimbursements can be made for or any event by sending email to Bill 
(william.fowlkes@kodak.com) using RTF form from website.  

 
Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
• Motion to approve March minutes by Bill Fowlkes, second by Joe DeVita. 

 
Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• No report, although they are sponsoring a tech talk, May 14th, Dr. Bonner from Univ Maryland, 
“Computer Security Project: partnership with the Educational, Commercial and Federal Sector”, 
6:30-7pm networking w/pizza, 7-8pm featured speaker.  All events at Golisano Hall, RIT, bldg. 70, 
room 1435.  
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Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – James Heliotis for Peter Anderson  

• Had Genetic Algorithm meeting on April 7th . 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski / 
Frank Ryan  

• No report- Will reach out to this society to see latest status (only 14 active members in group). 
 

Electron Devices Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 

• No report,  
 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology –Cristian Linte    
• April 21st meeting cancelled last minute by speaker 
• Next technical meeting: May  12th – Dr. Danielle Benoit from UofR, “Nanostructured Polymers for 

Targeted and Responsive Drug Delivery”.  Location is RIT, 75-1160.  Schedule: 5-6pm pizza, 6-
7pm talk 

• No June meeting yet 
• Will apply to RIT for a several $K grant for WNYISPW 
• Cristian will be chairing a technical session in Toronto next month at an IEEE conference. He asked 

if it is reasonable to be reimbursed for half travel expenses (~$500).  Lots of good discussion, but 
tabled for now. 

 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Emmett Iertilvaci for Anthony Vodacek 

• Trying to do an election, but email addresses out of date.  End-date of officer needs to be extended.   
• Hosted Matt Hoffman for JCM  

  

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• No report 

  
Antennas & Propagation/ Microwave theory techniques – Greg Pettis  

• In attendance, but no report. 
 

Photonics- Paul Lee for Bruce Smith 

• Will be holding election soon. 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• Successful 11th annual Engineering symposium coming Wed, April 29th, downtown Radisson 

Rochester.  37 talks, six of which are sponsored IEEE speakers.  Capped registration at 430 
registrants- may be looking for a larger venue next year! 
 

Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 

• No report 
 

Technology & Engineering Management Council – Paul Lee for Chris Cassidy  
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• In transition period, where members now need to register for chapter, but once have enough 
members, will be holding a new election  
 

Young Professionals – Survi Kyal 
• No report 

 

Student Branches – Mark Shrader 

• No report 
 

University of Rochester Student Branch - Jeremy Warner and Wendi Heinzelman  
• UofR IEEE study session, end of year picnic, large E-board, wend to Mendon Center Elementary, 

showing 555 Timer blinking LED, family science day at UofR to demonstrate virtual reality glove 
that moved 3D printed hand.    
 

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch- Gill Tsouri, Mehran 

• No report. 
 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report – 

• Concentrating on getting more senior members- see award report from Jean Kendrick below. 
 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• Region 1 awards until June 15th.   
• Did a “IEEE senior member” submission seminar, Wed April 15th 5:30-6:30pm, at UofR.  Had nine 

attendees, and six applications so far. Paul Lee will help Jean create entry in vtools and get an L31 
submitted.  
 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report.   

 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Prakash Duraisamy 
• Prakash Duraisamy (pdvcs@rit.edu) has taken over for Sam Fryer.  Still hoping to meet with Sam.   

 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• Anh Karam (atkdar@rit.edu), a development operations manager at RIT is interested in replacing 

Jack Schanker (Jack asked to step down).The deadline for material submissions for the May 
newsletter is May 9th.   
 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• Did E3 fair booth Thurs, April 9th 9am-noon, at RIT Clarke Gym (several hands on demonstrations 

about light)  

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  
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• Had RES Gala- Sat evening, April 11th.  Twelve IEEE members attended.   
• RES working on giving IEEE members discounts to local exhibits (such as current DaVinci exhibit) 
• Had active ISA chapter here in past. There is an effort to get a joint Buffalo-Rochester joint ISA 

chapter.  
 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Held meeting on April 9th.   
• Next meeting, May 11th, noon, Strasenburgh Planetarium. 
• Not many mini-grant applications this past month 
• Was at E3 fair at RIT on April 9th 
• DaVinci exhibit at RMSC great educational exhibit 

 

Rochester Professional Consultants Network- Mark Schrader 

• No report 

 

Old Business-  
  
New Business-  
 

Open Discussion 

 

Adjournment 
• Motion to adjourn meeting by Bill Brewer, second by Ray Ptucha, approved. 

 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 



   
5

 

 

Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Andreas Savakis [5 minutes]   

Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes [10 minutes]   

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – Dec Meeting Minutes  

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Frank Ryan 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Cristian Linte 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Life Members – Henry Simon 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis  
Photonics – Bruce Smith 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy 
vtools coordinator- Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – Greg Gdowski [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business   

New Business   

  

Adjournment 

Date:  Tuesday, May  5, 2015, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

May 5, 2015 

Attendance List 

19 in Attendance 

 

   

 

 

Name Position 

Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Fowlkes, William Section-Treasurer 

Kendrick, Jean Section- Awards chair 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Linte, Cristian EMBS-Chair 

Pettis, Greg mtts-Chair 

Lee, Paul Vtools coordinator 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Duraisamy,  Prakash  electronic communications coordinator  

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Paschal, Harold RES Representative/ tmc-Vice Chair 

Schanker, Jacob Section-newsletter editor 

Iertilvaci, Emmett Vol-Member at Large 

Heinzelman, Wendi UR-student faculty advisor 

Tague, Lyle Vol-Member at Large 

Warner, Jeremy Stud-UofR ex-Chair 

Brown, Eric UR student 

Agwu, Njoku Vol- Member at Large 


