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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
Sept 1, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:05 PM.  Quorum was established with 14 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

• New newsletter and website- please check updates (http://rochester.ieee.org) 
• Sectional Summer Meeting on Aug 13th with Steve Sasson was a great success!  
• New webpage has an updated feed with a calendar.  As soon as you put meeting into vtools, it 

automatically goes on our webpage calendar.  If you don’t put meeting into vtools, it looks like we 
are an inactive section. 

• Booked Dec 10th as the Volunteers Appreciation Event, Dec 10th, Artisan Works, 565 Blossom Rd, 
Rochester, NY (music by string quartet)  

• Oct 6th, our next EXCOM meeting is IEEE day!  Andreas Savakis will run our meeting as Greg out 
of town. 
 

Section Vice-Chair Report – Andreas Savakis 

• Looking for members of IEEE education society.  
 

 
Section Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes 
• YTD budget report handed out.   
• Sectional summer meeting recorded, spent and collected more than anticipated, but in the end, only 

about $100 over budget plan 
• If your anticipated budget is greater than 10% of the approved plan at beginning of year, need to be 

reapproved. 
• Used example of WNYISPW under SP chapter to walk through example of how money is allocated 

and collected for events and section  
• Reimbursements can be made for or any event by sending email to Bill 

(william.fowlkes@kodak.com) using RTF form from website.  
 

Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
• Motion to approve Aug minutes by Alex Loui, Jean Kendrick second, motion passed. 

 
Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• No report.  

 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter –Peter Anderson  

• No report-  
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• but elections are in process 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter –  
• May have a signal talk on train safety (which will be second event of year) 
• Looking for chapter chair. 

 

Electron Devices Circuits and Systems – Karl Hirschman for Sean Rommel 
39th IEEE EDS Activities in Western NY Conference, Friday Nov 6th, RIT, CIMS 2210-2220, 10:30am-
5pm.  A joint conference between EDS and Photonics societies. Register at: 
http://www.rit.edu/kgcoe/eme/EDSWNY  

 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology –Cristian Linte    
• Too the summer off 
• Next meeting on Sept 22nd, CMTI from UofR open house, Greg Gdowski will be speaker.  5-6 open 

house, then speaker. 
• Working on speakers for Oct-Dec 
• 3rd annual Effective Access Tech conference papers (Nov 10th at RIT) need to be 6 pages minimum, 

Institute of Engineering Technology special journal, but IEEE Xplore is not allowed.   
 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Emmett Ientilucci  

• Held election- Emmett Ientilucci new section Chair 
• Held event on Aug 24.  Guest speaker was Stan Rottman, 40 people in attendance.  

  

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• No report 

  
Antennas & Propagation/ Microwave theory techniques – Greg Pettis  

• Officers for the rest of 2015.  

Chair:          Gregory Pettis  

Vice-chair: Joseph Majkowski 

Treasurer: Jayanti Venkataraman 

Secretary: Danielle Walters 

• Website up to date: 

http://ewh.ieee.org/r1/rochester/apmtt/ 

 

Photonics- Bruce Smith 

• Working jointly on EDS Activities in Western NY Conference with EDS chapter 
• Rochester Engineering Society Journal featured an article on integrated photonics (as photonics 

center announcement to Rochester)  
• Planning a talk mid to late October, photonics society, speaker from SUNY Albany/SEMATECH 
• Rochester Regional Photonics Cluster kickoff event: “Integrated Photonics: What is it, how will it 

change our world, how will it change Rochester’s technology landscape?”.  Mayor Lovely Warren 
and Alan Willner (from USC) will speak.  Thurs, Sept 17th,  $50/person, RMSC, 3:30-6pm start. 
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• Working on getting Gary Starkweather (inventor or laser printer at Xerox) as a speaker for next 
joint chapter’s meeting. 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• Already working on 2016 Engineering Symposium in Rochester- on or around April 26th.  Planning 

on moving to the Hyatt.  Perhaps include a photonics talk?  As of June 30th, David is retired from 
RIT. 
 

Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 

• Looks like I'll be unable to get to the meeting today.  Can you please report that we are awaiting RIT to 
get us an official contract to host the WNYISPW on Friday, 12/4. We should be getting the contract 
later this week, at which point, we'll be able to start advertising. 

•  
• Cristian asked me the other day about costs... we will have to pay RIT ~$2,950, based on an estimate of 

80 attendees.  The other costs we've had in the past are travel costs for the keynote speakers, and 
printing of hardcopy proceedings.  (The proceedings were covered last year by the EMBS and GRS 
chapters and ran between $600-700).  We can basically set the registration fees however we'd like to 
recoup some of those costs. 

 

Technology & Engineering Management Council – Paul Lee for Chris Cassidy  
• No report   

 

Young Professionals – Survi Kyal 
• No report 

 

Student Branches – Mark Shrader 

• No report, but in attendance 
 

University of Rochester Student Branch - Wendi Heinzelman  
• No report    

 
Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch- Gill Tsouri, Mehran Mozaffari Kermani 

• No report. 
 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report – 

• No report.  
 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• No report, but in attendance. 

 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report.   
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Electronic Communications Coordinator – Prakash Duraisamy 
• Prakash has taken a new job in Ohio, so we do need a new person 
• Please contact Greg if you are interested. 
• Need to add Cristian Linte (calbme@rit.edu) to EXCOMM.   

 

Newsletter Report – Anh Karam   
• October newsletter deadline is Fri, Sept 4th (Anh Karam, atkdar@rit.edu) 

 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• In attendance, but no report  

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report –Harold Paschal  

• No report.   
 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• No report.  

 

Rochester Professional Consultants Network- Mark Schrader 

• No report 

 

Old Business-  
Mark Schrader and Joe DeVita are the election nomination committee. 

Started to contact candidates.  Timeline is to get a set of nominations by end of Sept.  The slate includes all 
current members as well new nominees. 

MGA voted to modify the by-laws so that all elections this year are for two-year terms.  (no more than four 
consecutive years or six in total for a single position) 

All current members expire this year except for Bill Fowlkes, whose term can go on for a second year 
without an election. Motion “to truncate Bill’s current two year term (to a one year term), and start a new 
two-year term so that all elections are in sync with one another” by Mark Schrader, second by Ray Ptucha, 
motion passed. 

  
New Business-  

Open Discussion 
 

Adjournment 
• Motion to adjourn meeting by Bill Fowlkes, second by Ray Ptucha, approved. 

 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Andreas Savakis [5 minutes]   

Treasurer Report – Bill Fowlkes [10 minutes]   

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – Aug Meeting Minutes  

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Frank Ryan 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Cristian Linte 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Life Members – Henry Simon 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis  
Photonics – Bruce Smith 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy 
vtools coordinator- Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – Greg Gdowski [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Anh Karam  [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business   

New Business    
Adjournment 

Date:  Tuesday, September  1, 2015, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

September 1, 2015 

Attendance List 

17 in Attendance 

 

   

 

 

Name Position 

Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Savakis, Andreas Section-Vice Chair  

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Fowlkes, William Section-Treasurer 

Kendrick, Jean Section- Awards chair 

Loui, Alex Section-Sr. Past Chair/ R1 Western Area Chair 

Linte, Cristian embs-Chair 

Pettis, Greg mtts-Chair 

Smith, Bruce Photonics- Chair 

Ientilucci, Emmett grs-Chair 

Lee, Paul Vtools coordinator 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Schrader, Mark Section-Student Activities Chair 

Hirschman, Karl eds-Treasurer 

Pearson, Robert eds-Secretary 

Scheerens, Larry vol-Member at Large 

Tague, Lyle vol-Member at Large 


