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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
1 October 2013 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:02 PM.  Quorum was established with 15 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Bill Fowlkes 

• October 1st is IEEE Day- welcome! 
• The request to approve the September 2013 minutes was pushed back to the end of the meeting. 
• In recognition of IEEE day, free t-shirts were handed out to all participants at the meeting 
• A.D. Cropper, the current IEEE Rochester Section secretary has moved to a suburb of Dallas, TX.  

Ray Ptucha, the 2014 secretary nominee, will stand in for A.D. Cropper for the rest of 2013. 
• Welcome to new member, Matthew Shreve from Xerox. 

 
Section Vice-Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 
• No Report. 

       
Section Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson 
• Software issues with Netsuite preventing formal report. 

 
Section Secretary Report – A. D. Cropper 
• Ray Ptucha filling in for A.D. Cropper 
• Approval for September minutes postponed to end of meeting. 

  

 

Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• Upcomming talk in October- “Mobile Offloading in the Wild: Findings and Lessons Learned 
Through a Real-Life Experiment with a New Cloud-Aware System”, by Julinda Stefa, University of 
Rome.   

 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Bruce Nelson  
• Jim Ziobro gave a joint update for the computer and Photonics section.   
• Peter Anderson is the sole Computer/Computational Intelligence chapter chair nominee. 
• The Computer/Computational Intelligence and Photonics sections had a joint meeting in Buffalo.  

Meeting was full, so they are planning on a duplicate meeting in Rochester, date is TBD. 
 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski  
• Second technical meeting Sep 24:  

“Design Rescues - Real-life Signal Integrity and EMC Failures and their Mitigation”,  

 by James Herrmann, EMC member and Managing Partner / Principal Engineer, AppliedLogix, LLC  
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12 attendees (8 IEEE members) . 
• Nominations for 2014 officers close today. None received to date; approximately 40 EMC and/or 

PSE members in chapter.  Discussed at Sep 24 meeting. Jim Shipkowski has been chair two 
consecutive years, not eligible per IEEE to continue as chair.  

 

Electron Devices – Sean Rommel 
No Report. 

 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Stephen Mcaleavey (reported by Greg) 
• Planning to hold an election this fall. 
• Meeting on Nov 6th in Syracuse on 3-D printers. 

 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
No Report 

 

Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) – Survi Kyal 
No Report. 
 

Life Members – Carol Richardson  
• Meeting with Technical Advisory Group at RMSC, 10am, Oct 22nd.  Will give tour of exhibits. 

 

Microwave Theory and Techniques – Matthew Sidley  
No Report. 
 
Photonics – Jim Ziobro 

• Report given under the Computer/Computational Intelligence chapter report by Jim Ziobro. 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• Looking for speakers for upcoming Rochester Engineering Symposium in April 2014 
• Next Tues, Oct 8th, workshop on Power Systems, at RIT 

 

Signal Processing – Alex Loui 
• The WNYIP 2013, Western NY Image Processing Workshop will be held on Friday, November 22, 

2013 at RIT. The Submission of a 4 page paper is due on October 7.  Registration is online and is 
$25 for IEEE members. 

• https://cmt.research.microsoft.com/WNYIPW2013 
 

Technology Management Council – Paul Lee  
• Speed networking meeting by Linda Marshall (Kodak/ITT employee) on Oct 10th, 6pm, at the 

Pittsford Library.  
 
 

Student Activities – TBD  
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Student Branches 

University of Rochester Student Branch  
Wendi Heinzelman (student faculty advisor), Dave Anderson (PhD student), Matthew Archibald 
(sophomore), Matthew Dombroski (freshman).   The student branch of IEEE at UofR has 2013-
2014 plans for: 

• several lectures from  students and industry,  
• workshops to help others fix broken electronics,  
• plans on collaborating with the UofR radio station to fix their broken equipment 

 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report –  
No Report  

 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• October submission for MGA award 
• Has free mugs to give to IEEE invited speakers 

 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
No Report  
 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Sam Fryer 
No Report 
 

100th Anniversary – Paul Lee 
• Has received 5 submissions for logo contest, hoping to get 10 submissions.   
• Planning on sending out a survey to pick favorite logo in 2 weeks. 

 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• The submission date for the October Newsletter is 10/09/13. 

 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• Planning in progress for the FDA medical device presentation in Nov/Dec timeframe; preliminary 

agenda completed. 
• Working with Harold Paschal to provide a PACE presentation based on his RES/October article 

on Modern Job Search Strategies. 

• E^3 Fair has requested our continued support for 2014; most of this has traditionally been through 
Educational Activities budget. 

• The IEEE Rochester LinkedIn site can now support support wide format GIF files in the banner; 
looking to personalize with logos from the contest or pics from our meetings; may need releases. In 
the meantime, I will get a Rochester area/seasonal picture posted. 

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  

• New website with interactive calendar.  Hoping to make it more attractive to our affiliates. 
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• Looking for content ideas for future RES magazine 
• Would like someone to write a 100-year celebration article 

 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Annual meeting delayed, pending a site selection. 

 
 

Old Business 
Nominating Committee: Alex Loui:  

• Nominations for 2014 officers set.  Only change is that A.D. Cooper has been removed from the 
ballot. 

• Hoping to do voting the last two weeks of Oct. 
Tellers Committee: Bill Fowlkes 

• Tellers committee formed to oversee fall election.  The committee will consist of: 
o Mark Schrader 
o Joe DeVita 
o Sam Fryer 

• Motion to approve Tellers committee: 
o Motion to accept- Dennis Thompson 
o Second by Bill Brewer 
o Motion passed- unanimously 

Open slot for Vice-Chair: Jim Ziobro 
• Jim Ziobro indicated there was a member whose nomination was turned down for Section-chair, 

who may now be suitable to be a nominee for the vice-chair nomination vacancy by A.D. Cropper.  
This person could run against the Matthew Sidley, who is currently running unopposed for Vice-
Chair due to A.D. Cropper’s withdrawal.   

• Alex Loui from the nomination committee indicated it was okay to keep Matthew Sidley running 
unopposed. 

• Jim Ziobro indicated he would like to run for Vice-Chair 
• General reminder the nomination committee serves on behalf of the Executive Committee. 
• Alex Loui indicated he could add Jim Ziobro, but may have to move election back 2 weeks. 
• Jim Ziobro indicated he would be satisfied with his ability to have a fair run-off with Matthew 

Sidley in the short time-frame available. 
• Motion: Add Jim Ziobro as a second candidate subject to approval of R1/MGA 

o Motion to accept- Jim Ziobro  
o Second by Bill Brewer 

• Motion passed.  
• Bill Fowlkes will inform Vince Socci of this decision. 

 
Approval of September minutes: Bill Fowlkes 

• Alex Loui requested a clarification on the Vice-Chair report.  He would like it clarified that Region 
1 has voted to have one face-to-face meeting in 2014 because of budget cutbacks (although the 
current by-laws say there should be two meetings). 

• Jim Ziobro noted the Sept. 2013 minutes had no motion to accept the nominating committee 
suggestions for candidates.   

o Dennis Thompson stated that Roberts rules allows adoption of the committee report with no 
motion to accept 

o It was stated that the "motion to call to question" was indeed a motion to adopt the 
nominating committee suggestions 

o Jim felt it unclear if he was voting to approve the nominating committee’s nominee’s 
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o Several others refuted this, stating it was very clear at the time 
o No one else in the room indicated they were confused by the motion 

• Joe DeVita brought up that the wording of his award in the meeting minutes did not match the 
award given to him by IEEE 

• Motion: Accept Sept. 2013 meeting minutes 
� Motion to accept- Alex Loui 
� Second by Sam Fryer 
� Motion passed unanimously 

 

New Business 
None 

Open Discussion 
Motion to censure Bill Fowlkes: Jim Ziobro 

o Second by Marty Leisner 
 

• The reason given for the censure motion was:  The atmosphere at the September EXCOM was 
poisoned to the point the EXCOM failed to be a deliberative body.  Evidence of this is that the 
Minutes show the EXCOM did not follow Parliamentary Procedure.  During the discussion the 
nominees remained in the room.  The goal of the motion is to guarantee this does not happen again. 

• Jim Ziobro asked to go into executive session to discuss- request was denied 

• Bill Fowlkes was asked to leave the room, and Greg Gdowski, the Vice-Chair led the rest of the 
discussion. 

• It was brought up that the reason this happened was that no one in the room, including Jim Ziobro, 
requested executive session   

o Motion failed 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha and Bill Fowlkes  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Welcome and Introductions – Bill Fowlkes, Chair 

Reports  
Chair Report – Bill Fowlkes [5 minutes] –  

Vice Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Region 1 meeting 

Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson [10 minutes] – NetSuite Report & Audit 

Secretary Report – A. D. Cropper [5 minutes] – August Meeting Minutes Attached 

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Bruce Nelson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Jim Shipkowski 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Steve Mcaleavey 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Graduates of the Last Decade – Survi Kyal 
Life Members – Carol Richardson 
Microwave Theory and Techniques – Matthew Sidley  
Photonics – Jim Ziobro 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – [5 minutes] and Student Branch representatives. 

 
           Membership Report – ??? [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

100th Anniversary – Paul Lee [2 minutes] - 2014 Centennial Celebration, IEEE Day Ambassadors 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

RES Report – Harold Paschal [2 minutes] – RES Gala, Scholarships 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business –  

ExCom nominations  

PH036 Photonic Society Chapter update 

New Business –  

Adjournment  
  

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

October 1, 2013 

Attendance List 

25 in Attendance 

 

 Name Position 
Fowlkes, William Section- Chair 

Gdowski, Greg Section-Vice Chair/EMC-PSE-Chair 

Ptucha, Raymond Acting Section-Secretary 

Thompson, Dennis Section-Treasurer 

Loui, Alexander Section-Jr. Past Chair/ R1 Western Area Chair 

Lee, Paul Section-Senior Past Chair / TMC - Chair 

Kendrick, Jean Section-Awards Chair/ sps-Past Chair 

Krispinsky, Dave Pes-Chair 

Pashal, Harold RES Representative / tmc vice Chair 

Richardson, Carol LM Chair 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Fryer, Sam Electronic Communications - Chair 

Schrader, Mark Vol-Member at Large 

Scheerens, Larry Vol-Member at Large 

Ziobro, James Photonics-Chair 

Tague, Lyle Vol-Member at Large 

Heinzelman, Wendi UR-student faculty advisor 

Leisner, Martin Cs-vice chair 

Qualich, Dave Vol-LM 

Anderson, David  Guest 

Archibald, Matthew Guest 

Dombroski, Matthew Guest 

Shreve, Matthew Guest 

Cassidy, Chris Guest 

  Guest 

  


