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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
8 January 2013 MEETING MINUTES 

Shanghai Restaurant, 2920 West Henrietta Rd, Rochester, NY 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:00 pm. 
 
Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Bill Fowlkes 

• Introductions – Matthew Sidley (new Chair of Antenna and Propagation Society, voting 
member), John Compton (Eastman Kodak Company), Eric Kristoffersen (formerly ABB), 
Vernon Harmon (Sony – PlayStation Division), Hussein Aly (from Egypt and visiting 
Rochester).  

   
Section Vice-Chair Report – Greg Gdowski (reported by Bill) 

• Greg had not been added to the listserv and so sent his update through email.  
• Brief report on the preparations for the Joint Chapters Meeting, 2013 (end March or early 

April). JCM will focus on entrepreneurship (all chapters to try to consider that theme).  
• Invited Ash Maurya author of “Running Lean” as Keynote speaker for JCM. 

       
Section Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson  

• Handouts of Budget passed around. 
• Converting to NetSuite soon. Reports will be generated by NetSuite in future. NetSuite Training 

in December very helpful. 
• All expenses till Dec. end added.  
• Some changes need to be done: (i) Interest income from concentration banking for Nov. and 

Dec. still to be added; (ii) 2013 Budget Column does not have updated numbers (needs to be 
corrected); (iii) Budget item (designations) will need to be revised. Dennis will send out revised 
version. 

• Budget - $51,455, Expenditures - $67,954.23. One single expense (~$13,000 for Student Design 
Contest) roughly accounts for the difference.  

• Formation of an Audit Committee (Alex, Bill, Dennis, and Paul). Looking for one member-at-
large volunteer to participate. Meeting expected last week of Jan. (Dave Krispinsky volunteered 
to participate as reporting member). 

 
 

Section Secretary Report – Dhiraj Joshi (DJ) 
• Approval for December minutes: 

Motion to Accept – Bill Fowlkes 
Seconded by – Alex Loui 
Motion Passed – 6 in favor, 2 abstain  

• DJ leaving Rochester to the SFO Bay Area. New volunteer needed for Section Secretary. 
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Chapter Society Reports 

Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  
No Report. 
 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Bruce Nelson  
No Report. 
 
Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski  

• Still awaiting email election results.  
• Jim is acting chair and candidate chair for 2013. 

 

Electron Devices – Sean Rommel 
No Report. 

 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Stephen Mcaleavey 
No Report. 
 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Jan van Aardt 
• In the process of running election (expect result by next month). 
• Inviting technical speaker, Sorin C. Popescu from Texas A&M (works on LIDAR) (Talk on Jan 

23rd, 4:00 pm, also listed in Rochester Engineer). 
 
 

Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) – TBD 
Volunteer needed (preferably less than 10 years out of school).  Dhireesha’s workload at RIT has increased 
and so she cannot participate this year. 
 
 
Life Members – Carol Richardson  
No Report (Carol is in Florida and will be there for a couple of months). 
 
 
Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis  

• Had meeting on Dec 11th 
• Matthew was elected Chair, Jayanti as Treasurer, and Greg as Vice Chair. 

 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications –David Krispinsky 
• Kevin (Vice Chair) has left. Looking for a new Vice Chair in the Power Area.  
• Trying to look for some JCM speaker(s) to also give a talk at their symposium in April 2013.  
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Signal Processing – Dhiraj Joshi 

• Still in the process of election. Nate Cahill will be the Chair. 
• Election to be held soon. 

 

Technology Management Council – Paul Lee  
• Planned meeting for December did not happen. 
• Looking for (2 more) volunteers to run the chapter (those who have interest in technology, 

management, and technology transfer).  
 
Student Activities –  

• Myra has stepped down as Chair. 
• Melissa Hernandez-Bernier has taken over as Chair.  
• Melissa’s report: Trying to contact all the branches. Has heard from RIT Computer Society (looking 

for a new Chair and Vice Chair). 

 
Student Branches 

Alfred State 
            No Report.            

 
Alfred University 

No Report. 
 

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch – Gill Tsouri (Faculty Advisor) 
• Preparing for Student Design Contest in May. Will have more updates in a month or two. 

 

Rochester Institute of Technology Computer Society Student Branch – Colin Bellmore 
            No Report. 
 

University of Rochester Student Branch – Wendi Heinzelman (Faculty Advisor)  
             No Report. 
 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report – Paul Ardis 
No Report. 

 
Awards Report – Pueywei Tan 

No Report. 
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Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• Some activities are going on with school number 44 (preparing some mini modules for them) 
• Plan for more activities in the future 

 
 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Sam Fryer 
No Report 
 
 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker 
• February newsletter deadline was 1/9. Email sent out earlier. 

 
 
PACE Report – Joe DeVita 

• Hosted an invited speaker, Kim Brown (Syracuse University) on Wednesday 1/16 at 7 pm. The 
talk was about LinkedIn held at the branch of Canandaigua National Bank on Pittsford-Victor 
Road. Their community room can host about 30 people, is well set up with a projector, and the 
venue is comfortably located near the I-90 throughway exit. 

• Joe and Bill managed an IEEE booth at the Eastman Business Park in early December where 
Joe met a person from Canandaigua National Bank (who facilitated choice of the venue for 1/16 
talk). 

• Joe manages the IEEE Rochester Section’s LinkedIn page and is looking for people to post 
information there. 

 
 
Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – TBD (Reported by Bill) 

• Volunteer needed. Job requires going to RES meeting every month (about 1.5 hours) and reporting 
about it at the monthly EXCOM meeting. 

• RES still have some financial difficulty. They have two major activities (newsletter and gala). IEEE 
Rochester Section members can attend the gala at half price (along with a guest). Typical tables seat 
about 12 people. Section can host 1 or 2 tables at the RES gala as per demand. The gala date is 
April 20, 2013 (Saturday night). EXCOM members should send Bill a note if interested in attending 
the gala. 

• RES is looking to partner more closely with the Rochester Museum and Science Center. Meetings 
are expected to be held at the museum. More joint activities are planned. 

• Last year IEEE Rochester Section sponsored two scholarships managed by RES (about $15,000 per 
student). This year’s plan is to open the scholarship out to a wider audience (Corning, Allegheny 
county etc.). 

 
 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Meeting for RCSS held on Monday, Jan 14 (7:30 pm) at RES office (150 State Street). 
• Some work remaining with Internal Revenue Service. 
• E3 Fair and Science Exploration Day (in May) – mentioned in Rochester Engineer. Looking for 

people/students to participate. 
 



   5 

 

Old Business 
• IEEE has interest in recognizing milestones in technology development. One volunteer working on 

“Invention on Electronic Still Camera at Kodak”.  
• Nominations for Milestones can come from Sections or Chapters. Photonics chapter (at Corning) 

received a milestone-recognition for the invention of the first low-loss optical filter in 2012. 
• Bill invited members to search more about the Milestone process and to participate in it. 
• (Jacob reported) Electronic digital frequency radar (present in radios) was invented in Rochester at 

General Dynamics. Jacob has volunteered to research about this invention. 
 

New Business 
• Audit Committee (already discussed earlier in the meeting). 
• 100th Anniversary Planning Committee: Paul Lee is the committee chair. Plan to hold the Region 1 

meeting. Plan for a “logo contest” to design a logo (for Rochester Section). Volunteers needed. 
Jayanti agreed to participate. 

• Proposed new venue for EXCOM meetings:  
Ø Shanghai used to give private room for meetings (they no longer give that room).  
Ø Dave suggested a new venue - Hibachi Sushi and Supreme Buffet (in Southtown Plaza). 
Ø Buffet style Chinese-Japanese restaurant. Wide variety of food. 
Ø They have a private room that can be used. 
Ø Normally $7.49 for a buffet. They would give IEEE a 10% discount amounting to $6.75 per 

person (as opposed to $9 per person at Shanghai).  
Ø Negatives: (i) Buffet style would break the continuity of the meeting, (ii) Drinks not 

included in the price.  
Ø Dave will inquire if gratuity is included in the price (above) and if they have wi-fi access. 
Ø Alex suggested that Shanghai must be given some lead time before change of venue. 
Ø Bill proposed to table the venue change discussion to February meeting.  
 

Open Discussion 
Congratulations to Gaurav Sharma for becoming an IEEE Fellow. 

 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 12:52 pm 
Minutes compiled by Dhiraj Joshi 
 

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 
2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

 

Welcome and Introductions – Bill Fowlkes, Chair 

Reports  
Chair Report – Bill Fowlkes [5 minutes] 

Vice Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] 

Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson [5 minutes] 

Secretary Report – Dhiraj Joshi [5 minutes] 

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Bruce Nelson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Jim Shipkowski 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Steve Mcaleavey 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Jan van Aardt 
Graduates of the Last Decade – TBD 
Life Members – Carol Richardson 
Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Dhiraj Joshi 
Technology Management Council – Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Melissa Hernandez-Bernier [5 minutes]  

            
           Membership Report – Paul Ardis [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Pueywei Tan [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

RES Report – TBD [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business  

New Business 

Adjournment 

 

Date:  Tuesday, January 8, 2013 

Time:  12:00 PM  

Place:  
Shanghai Restaurant, 2920 West Henrietta Rd (at Townline Rd.) 
[Menu & Directions : www.shanghaichinese.com] 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

January 8, 2013 
Attendance List 
23 in Attendance 

 

 Name Position 
Fowlkes, William Section- Chair 

Joshi, Dhiraj Section-Secretary 

Thompson, Dennis Section-Treasurer 

Loui, Alexander Section-Jr. Past Chair/ R1 Western Area Chair 

Lee, Paul Section-Senior Past Chair/tmc-Chair 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Pettis, Gregory mtts-Chair 

Shipkowski, Jim emc-pse-Chair 

van Aardt, Jan grs-Chair 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Schanker,  Jacob Section-Newsletter Editor 

Scheerens, Larry vol-member at large 

Tsouri, Gill stud-rit-Faculty Advisor 

Paschal, Harold  

Kristoffersen, Erik member 

Compton, John member 

Sidley, Matthew AP/MTT, member 

Harmon, Vernon member 

Aly, Hussein member 

Sharma, Gaurav member 

Hernandez, Melissa student branch 

Graymenz, John  

  

  

  


