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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
March 4, 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:07 PM.  Quorum was established with 15 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

1. Section updates.  Henry Simon and Carol Richardson on ballot for lifetime committee chair, 
awaiting outcome of election 

2. Welcome Chris Cassidy  to Technology Management Council 
3. Region 1 news- looking for VOLT (volunteer leadership) program candidates- 6 months training 

program.  This program will prepare the next wave of IEEE leaders- April through September, 4-8 
hours/month of service.  Contact Greg Gdowski if interested.   Paul Lee went through the program 
and can give advice. 

4. New Region 1 newsletter is being rebranded and/or updated. 
5. Region 1 student conference, Newark, NJ, March 28-29th.  (Syracuse has participated in micro-

mouse competition in the past) 
6. Looking for nominations for Region-1 Director-elect (person to replace Vince Socci) by March 21st.  

Can self-nominate or nominate others. 
7. MGA news- leadership positions at higher IEEE level, due April 1st. 
8. Section congress happens every 3 years.  One of the highlights will be a “vision for IEEE going 

forward”.  In preparation, each region submits ~4 recommendations, then they are voted on by IEEE 
national…the top 5-10 in the nation are selected.  The Rochester section is looking to help develop 
these recommendations.  What are important items for IEEE to consider and/or do in the future?  
Need preliminary list by end of March. Previous years’ recommendations on the web if you want to 
get ideas. 
 

 
Section Vice-Chair Report – Matthew Sidley 
• Monday, April 7th, the Joint Chapter meeting will be at the RIT Inn and Conference Center.  (UofR 

center could not work out).  It will start at 4:30pm with two one-hour talks in parallel.  Matt is 
looking for nominations for speakers as well as for a keynote address speaker.  If you want to have 
speakers that are to be advertised for this meeting, submit speaker names this week.  Because 100th 
year anniversary, will do a poster session before the dinner. The poster session will target students 
from local universities on local research, as well as posters on history of IEEE Rochester.  Sent out 
a flyer via email last week on the poster session.  (Not peer reviewed, but needs 
title/name/affiliation).  Poster session is 6:30-7:15pm.  Registration online via v-tools.  No keynote 
identified yet.  Dinner choices prime rib, salmon, or vegetarian pasta.         

 
Section Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson 
• All bills paid and current except for monthly RES bill.  E3 fair check sent out.  Hoping to get bonus 

for submitting budget on-time.  . 
 

 
Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
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• Brought up issue about including names of individuals along with their comments in the 
minutes.  All agreed it would be better to summarize topics and leaving names out of minutes.   

• Motion to approve Feb minutes, Dennis Thompson, second Jeanne Kendrick 

 
Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• Chapter is active, although there is a personal time conflict with EXCOM meeting.  Speaker for 
March 5th.  Another speaker on March 27th.  Technology awareness fair on May 27th, at RIT. 

 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Peter Anderson  
• No Report. 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Jim Shipkowski for 
Frank Ryan  

• Victoria Spianger speaker for joint chapters meeting.     

 

Electron Devices – Sean Rommel 
• No Report 

 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Stephen Mcaleavey, Dan Phillips  
• Working on speaker for joint chapter’s meeting.  Dan Phillips organizing June 17th-18th effective 

access technology at Rochester Riverside Convention Center.  Speakers and poster presentations.  
April 15th is deadline for poster submission.  Engineering World Health Chapter meeting held in 
February.  Considering forming a chapter in our region to pull together UofR, RIT, and other local 
universities together as a single entity- first meeting at the Rochester BioCenter?  Greg presented to 
the Med-Tech regional directors- looking for mentors to serve our local area students. 

 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
 

Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) – Survi Kyal 
• No report. 

 

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• No Report.   

 
Photonics – Jim Ziobro 

• No report 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• David Krispinsky will be presenting at RIT for the RES Explorers post and the joint chapter’s 

meeting on April 6th and 7th respectively.  The 10th Annual Engineering Symposium of Rochester 
will be held on April 8th at the downtown Radisson.  Need titles of talks and need one more speaker 
by end of week.  Great networking opportunity with ~400 IEEE members anticipated to attend.  
Does not have to be power or research oriented.  Has six speakers and will get a rebate from IEEE.  
IEEE conference coming up in Albany. 
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Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
• Planning 2014 Western New York Image Processing Conference.  Looking for corporate sponsorship 

of this event. 
 

Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy  
• Will hold an IEEE fellows “meet and greet” event at joint chapters meeting.  Looking for future 

speakers.    Contacted Kodak Rochester Business Park director- hoping he can present at future 
meeting.  Voting started Feb 3rd for new officers.  

 

Student Branches 

University of Rochester Student Branch  
• Wendi Heinzelman – Get together every other week for “fix-it” seminars.  Has study hour each 

Saturday.  Has monthly speakers from grad students.  Just ordered magnets for speaker project to do 
an audio engineering project- make a speaker that you can plug your ipod into and use it.  An 
interesting project for students- will test concept in Pittsford School District in mid-April.   

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch 

• Gill Tsouri (via email)- Here’s what the chapter’s been up to: 
- They have a speaker series (once a month). 
- Their Electric Van Project is advancing nicely with a new monitoring system for 

batteries being installed. 
- They have two workshops lined up for April with NI (one on FPGA and the other on 

Data Acquisition). 
- They plan to organize a workshop with Cyprus. 
- They are working on a Heads Up Display for biking with heart rate and temperature 

monitoring and might also make use of an IR camera. 
- The Electric van and heads up display projects are taking a lot of their time and some of 

them are participating in a TI design contest taking place soon. They are a bit reluctant to 
get started with the Senior Design Contest this year. I’m meeting them this week to 
discuss/motivate them. I’ll keep you updated. 

 

Committee Reports  
Membership Report –  

• Had webinar meeting last week, but it was not attended by anyone in our section. 

 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• Needs email contact for a local IEEE member who won an award, after this person is notified, then 

it will be publically announced. 
• Still has more mugs for speakers for all events (more than enough for joint chapters meeting plus all 

other events). 
• IEEE awards through RES were reviewed and will be presented on April 26th. 

 

Centennial Report – Paul Lee 
• Waiting for Vince Socci to confirm date and location for Region 1 Board of Governors meeting (in 

early August).  RIT Inn and Conference center as well as Downtown Hyatt two top picks, with 
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Downtown Hyatt being the favorite, but 30-40% more expensive.  Still possible that it will not be in 
Rochester.   

• Published list of possible centennial celebration events.   
 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report.  

 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Sam Fryer 
• No report  

 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• April deadline for RES newsletter is Sunday, March 9th (printed version)  
• Please provide bio and abstract for joint chapters meeting speakers 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• Looking for funding proposal for medical device regulatory event 
• Committed for a table at the E3 fair, April, 9th, 2014 

 

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  
• Considering doing a digital version of the RES 
• Our section pays $425/month currently for the printed version going out to members.  Considering 

having affiliates pay for print version, and pay less for online-only version.  (What to do if some 
members want print and others want electronic?)   We can look at member balloting preference to get a 
better idea on how to make this decision. 

• Always looking for articles from members and/or students. 
 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• Has meeting scheduled for March 10th at Strasenburgh Planetarium, Noon 
• Final review and approval for a mini-grant from Palmyra-Macedon school 
• Waiting to hear from IRS on 501-C3 organization (charity) status 
• Will ask for $500 donation as soon as status is updated 

Old Business 
  

 
New Business 

We would like to participate in the Gala on April 26th.   IEEE pays half of the cost of members (plus one 
guest), and scholarship winners are paid in full. 

 

Open Discussion 
 

Adjournment 
• Motion: Adjourn meeting 

• Motion to accept- Bill Brewer. 
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• Second by Greg Gdowski 
 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Matt Sidley [5 minutes] –  

Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson [10 minutes] –  

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – December Meeting Minutes Attached 

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Jim Shipkowski 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Steve Mcaleavey 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Graduates of the Last Decade – Survi Kyal 
Life Members – Carol Richardson 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Matthew Sidley  
Photonics – Jim Ziobro 
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – ??? [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Centennial Celebration – Paul Lee [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business –  

New Business   

Adjournment 

 

Date:  Tuesday, March  4, 2014, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

March 4, 2014 

Attendance List 

20 in Attendance 

 

 Name Position 
Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Sidley, Matthew Section-Vice Chair/ emc-pse-Chair 

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Thompson, Dennis Section-Treasurer 

Kendrick, Jean Section-Awards Chair 

Loui, Alex Section-Senior Past Chair 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Mcaleavey, Stephen Embs-Chair 

Sidley, Matthew mtts-Chair 

Lee, Paul tmc-Chair 

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Brewer, William RCSS Liaison 

Paschal, Harold RES Liaison 

Schanker, Jacob Section-Newsletter Editor 

Heinzelman, Wendi ur-stud-Faculty Advisor 

Phillips, Daniel embs-Past Chair  

Scheerens, Larry vol-Member at Large 

Shipkowski, Jim EMC-PSE Vice Chair 

Pian, Donald Vol-Member at Large 

Cassidy, Chris Vol-Member at Large 

  

  

  

  

  

  


