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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 
Aug 5, 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
Agenda and Attendance List attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:05 PM.  Quorum was not established with 11 voting members. 
 

Section Officer Reports  
     Section. Chair Report – Greg Gdowski 

1. Thank you for successful Region 1 meeting 
2. Handout that summarizes R1 issues and initiatives from the Board of Governors meeting 

a. Region 1 issues: 
i. Membership decline, professional and student membership 

ii.  Volunteer training 
iii.  Volunteer role during Senior member clinics and nominations 
iv. Lack of S-PAC (student-professional awareness conferences) involvement 
v. Inactive chapters 

b. Key initiatives: 
i. Maximize member value 

ii.  Support IEEE member’s careers 
iii.  Invest in engineering profession 
iv. Develop IEEE reputation/credentials 

 
Section Vice-Chair Report – Matthew Sidley 
• No report.       

 
Section Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson 
• Provided detailed report and budget.  It appears UofR expenses may have been logged under RIT. 

 
Section Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha 
• Motion to approve June minutes postponed due to lack of a quorum. 

 
Chapter Society Reports 
Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy  

• No Report.   
 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Peter Anderson  

• No report. 

 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Frank Ryan  
• IEEE symposium in NC going on now- contacted one of the speakers to come to Rochester.  
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Electron Devices – Sean Rommel 
• No Report 

 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology –Stephen Mcaleavey, Dan Phillips  
• No report, but they have done a great job turning things around.   

 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
• No report 

 

Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) – Survi Kyal 
• No report. 

 

Life Members – Henry Simon  
• No report   

 
Antennas & Propagation/ Microwave theory techniques - Matthew Sidley  

• No report.   
 

Photonics- Bruce Smith 

• No report 
 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications – David Kr ispinsky 
• No report. 

 

Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
• No report. 

 

Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy  
• Council is changing to a society- you will now have to join society.  

 

Centennial Report – Paul Lee 
• The Region 1 Board of Governors meeting was Aug 1st and 2nd at downtown Hyatt, including the 

Centennial Banquet  Sat evening  which had ~100 attendees (~67 Region 1 members including 
senior IEEE members and IEEE presidential candidates).   Lots of great pictures being put online.   
 

 

Student Branches 

University of Rochester Student Branch  
• Wendi Heinzelman – no report     

Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch 

• Gill Tsouri - no report. 
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Committee Reports  
Membership Report –  

• No report. 

 

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick 
• Two awards presented at the BOG meeting, both were approved. 

 

Electronic Communications Coordinator – Sam Fryer 
• No report . 

 

Education K-12 – Jayanti Venkataraman  
• No report.  

 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker  
• No report.   

 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 
• No report. 

 

Liaison Reports  
Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Harold Paschal  

• Members need to update snail mail (US post office) address with IEEE. 
 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 
• No report 

 

Old Business 
  

 
New Business 
 

Bill Fowlkes chair of nominating committee to come up with a slate of candidates to fill 2015 section roles.  
Wendi Heinzelman, Mark Schrader, and Sam Fryer graciously volunteered to be on the committee.  
Although some sections use 2-year terms, we use 1-year terms in our section.  Required to have at least two 
and no more than 3 candidates per position.  Not sure if it makes sense to have two candidates if we have a 
returning officer.  May require all candidates to be trained to be on the slate.  Committee will investigate 
and report back to the Excom. 

 

Open Discussion 
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Adjournment 
• Motion to adjourn meeting  

 

Minutes compiled by Ray Ptucha  

Attachments 
1. Meeting Agenda 

2. Attendance List 
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Chair Report – Greg T. Gdowski [5 minutes] – Welcome  

Vice Chair Report – Matt Sidley [5 minutes] –  

Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson [10 minutes] –  

Secretary Report – Ray Ptucha [5 minutes] – June Meeting Minutes Attached 

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 
Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 
Computer/Computational Intelligence – Peter Anderson 
Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Frank Ryan 
Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 
Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Steve Mcaleavey 
Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Anthony Vodacek 
Life Members – Henry Simon 
Antennas & Prorogation / Microwave Theory and Techniques – Matthew Sidley  
Photonics –   
Power & Energy/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 
Signal Processing – Nathan Cahill 
Technology Management Council – Chris Cassidy 
Centennial Celebration- Paul Lee 

 
Student Branch Reports – Mark Schrader  [5 minutes]  

           Membership Report – Greg Gdowski [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Jean Kendrick [2 minutes] 

Education K-12   – Jayanti Venkataraman [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Sam Fryer [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jack Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report- Harold Paschal [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business   

New Business   

Election committee  
Adjournment 

 

Date:  Tuesday, Aug  5, 2014, Noon 

Place:  Hibachi Sushi Buffet, 3333 W Henrietta Rd # 420, Rochester, NY 14623 
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

Aug 5, 2014 

Attendance List 

17 in Attendance 

 

 Name Position 

Gdowski, T. Greg Section-Chair 

Sidley, Matthew Section-Vice Chair  

Ptucha, Ray  Section-Secretary 

Fowlkes, William Section-Jr. Past Chair/ R1 Western Area Chair 

Loui, Alex Section-Senior Past Chair 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Ryan, Frank  emc-pse-Chair 

Lee, Paul Centennial Celebration-Chair  

De Vita, Joseph Section-PACE Chair 

Fryer, Samuel Section-Electronic Communications Coord  

Schanker, Jacob Section-Newsletter Editor 

Heinzelman, Wendi ur-stud-Faculty Advisor 

Scheerens, Larry vol-Member at Large 

Shipkowski, Jim EMC-PSE Vice Chair 

Tague, Lyle Vol-Member at large 

Scheerens, Larry vol-Member at Large 

Rubin, Bruce  Mohawk Valley Section Vice Chair  

  

  

  

  

  

  


