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               Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting 

3 January 2012 MEETING MINUTES 

Shanghai Restaurant, 2920 West Henrietta Rd, Rochester, NY 
Agenda and attendance list attached at end. 

 
Meeting called to order at 12:00 pm. 

 

Section Officer Reports  

Section Chair Report – Bill Fowlkes 

• Welcome to everyone, including guests Bruce Rubin (Chair, Mohawk Valley Section and R1 

Newsletter Editor) and Thomas Higgins (prospective member). 

• Congratulations to new officers beginning their terms. 

 

Section Vice-Chair Report – Gene Saltzberg 
• Joint Chapters Meeting (JCM) is confirmed for April 4 at the RIT Inn and Conference Center. 

Jayanti Venkataraman is helping to coordinate through RIT. Gene reminded chapter chairs to 

submit bio and abstract of speakers for the February newsletter to begin promotion.  Gene also 

encouraged chapters to jointly arrange talks to help insure robust attendance in each, rather than 

have the attendees split into small groups. 

 

Section Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson  

• No financial report this meeting; will catch up next meeting. 

• As outgoing Treasurer, Bill Fowlkes presented the 2012 budget for approval. 

Motion to Accept – Gene Saltzberg 

Seconded by – Dave Qualich 

 

Discussion ensued. In his role as outgoing Western Area Chair, Gene Saltzberg reported that 

Region 1 has decided to request 10% of our Long Term Investment account be sent to them 

because we are not spending the funds at an adequate rate.  Our spending should be 50% of our 

assets each year. Gene said this was a “heads up” to be followed later by an official request. 

 

Jack Schanker suggested we could spend some of the money by making the JCM free to 

members. In response to a question about spending down the reserve, Gene replied it is a goal of 

IEEE to be revenue neutral, ie., spend $100K but bring in $100K, so no net change. A comment 

was made that this seems like a good time to provide more benefits to members.  Jim Ziobro 

commented that this is really an accounting problem, and that if things like the $30K spent by 

the RIT chapter was reported we would be shown to be spending more. 

 

Motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Section Secretary Report – John Kerekes  

• Approval of November Minutes: 

Motion to Accept – Alex Loui 

Seconded by – Jan van Aardt 

 

Jim Ziobro raised his disagreement with the November minutes as they were recorded.  

 

Motion was approved 14 for, 1 against, 2 abstain. 

• Approval of December Minutes: 
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Motion to Accept – Jan van Aardt 

Seconded by – Alex Loui 

 

Motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 

2012 Section Officer Election Report by John Kerekes, Chair of Teller’s Committee 
• The use of the vTools voting tool seemed to work well; of the 89 members voting, 87 used the 

online tool with 2 using a paper ballot. 

• The results of the election were as follows. 

  Chair: William Fowlkes (59 votes), James Ziobro (30 votes) 

  Vice-Chair: Eugene Saltzberg (82), unopposed 

  Secretary: Jean Kendrick (81), unopposed 

  Treasurer: Dennis Thompson (81), unopposed 

  Awards: Andrew Gallagher (80), unopposed 

• Congratulations to Bill, Gene, Jean, Dennis, and Andrew. 

 

Chapter Society Reports 

Communications / Aerospace and Electronic Systems Societies Joint Chapter – Nirmala Shenoy 

• No report. 

Computer/Computational Intelligence Societies Joint Chapter – Bruce Nelson 

• Looking for a speaker for the JCM 

• Will hold election for new officers soon. 

Electromagnetic Compatibility / Product Safety Engineering Joint Chapter – Eugene Saltzberg 

• Held a meeting in December at which Jim Shipkowski was elected Chair and Eugene Saltzberg 

was elected Vice-Chair. 

Electron Devices – Sean Rommel 

• No report. 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Dan Phillips for Stephen McAleavey 

• No report. 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Jan van Aardt 

• Held election for new officers. Jan van Aardt was elected Chair, Tony Vodacek was elected Vice-

Chair, and John Kerekes was elected Secretary.  

• Will have a meeting on January 11 with Thomas Kampe of the National Ecological Observatory 

Network speaking about their airborne remote sensing program.  

Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) – Dhireesha Kudithipudi 

• No report. 

Life Members – Amedeo (Dave) Qualich 

• Looking for a new Chair. 

Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis 

• No report. 

Photonics –  

• No report. 

Power & Energy / Industrial Applications –David Krispinsky 

• Still looking for additional speakers for the April 24 Rochester Engineering Symposium. The 

topic does not have to be power related. Attendees receive 1 PDE credit, while speakers get 3. 

Signal Processing – Minwoo Park for Dhiraj Joshi 



   
3 

• Will hold election this month for new officers.  

Technology Management Council – Paul Lee  

• Held election for new officers with Paul Lee becoming the Chair, Mark Schrader the Vice-Chair 

and Tom Pian the Secretary. 

• Will have Paul Tolley of Canandaigua Smart Systems Technology and Commercialization Center 

of Excellence as their speaker for the JCM.  

Student Activities – Bill Fowlkes 

• Bill reported on encouraging Student Chapters to have elections. 

• Bill also reported that Myra Torres will be the new Student Activities Chair. 

Student Branches 

 Alfred University 

• No report. 

 Rochester Institute of Technology Student Branch – William Dorney 

• No report.  

Rochester Institute of Technology Computer Society Student Branch – Pueywei Tan 

• No report. 

 University of Rochester Student Branch – Chapter Representative 

• No report. 

 

Committee Reports  

Membership Report – Jean Kendrick 

• No report. 

• Bill Fowlkes announced Jean will step down as Membership Chair due to her new responsibilities 

as Section Secretary. Bill will appoint a new chair soon. 

Awards Report – Andy Gallagher 

• No report. 

Information Management – Jim Ziobro 

• Jim announced he will be stepping down as e-communications Chair. 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker 

• Deadline for February newsletter is January 9. 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita 

• Working on arranging the next event. Joe asked if the Section can provide an honorarium for a 

speaker, and Bill Fowlkes replied the Section can only reimburse expenses.  
 

Liaison Reports  

Rochester Engineering Society (RES) Report – Mark Schrader 

• RES is replacing their stolen 503c document to maintain their tax status with the IRS. 

• Planning continues for the annual RES Gala, which will be held April 28. Brian Sampson, 

Executive Director of Unshackle Upstate will be the Keynote Speaker and Jennifer Johnson of 

WHAM 13 will be the MC. At the February Section meeting Mark will propose IEEE sponsorship 

of the event. 

Rochester Council of Scientific Societies (RCSS) Report – Bill Brewer 

• Next meeting will be January 9 at the offices of the Rochester Engineering Society. 

• They are continuing their conversation with the IRS regarding their tax status. 

• No new minigrant applications have been received. 
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Old Business 
• None. 

New Business 
• Bill Fowlkes handed out a sheet summarizing appointments for 2012 (see attached). He asked for 

a vote of approval by the ExCom.  A unanimous vote of approval ensued. 

Open Discussion 
• Bill Brewer suggested the Section consider sponsoring a student who wins a local Science 

Congress to attend a national competition.  

• Bruce Rubin (Mohawk Valley Section Chair) will be leading the training for Treasurers at the 

upcoming Region Board of Governors meeting and asked for suggestions on what to teach. 

• Bill Fowlkes announced the 2012 IEEE International Games Innovation Conference (IGIC), 

sponsored by the Consumer Electronics Society, will be held in Rochester in September. He 

suggested we consider ways the Section could get involved with the event. 

 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 12:59 pm 

Minutes compiled by John Kerekes for Jean Kendrick 

Attachments 

1. Meeting agenda 

2. Attendee list 

3. Standing Committee Appointments  
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Rochester Section Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Welcome and Introductions – Bill Fowlkes, Chair 

Reports  

Chair Report – Alex Loui [5 minutes] 

Vice Chair Report – Gene Salzberg [5 minutes] 

Treasurer Report – Dennis Thompson [5 minutes] 

Secretary Report – Jean Kendrick [5 minutes]  

Society Chapter/Council/Group Reports [10 minutes] 

Communications/Aerospace and Electronics Systems – Nirmala Shenoy 

Computer – Bruce Nelson 

Electromagnetic Compatibility/Product Safety Engineering – Eugene Saltzberg 

Electron Devices/Circuits and Systems – Sean Rommel 

Engineering in Medicine and Biology – Steve McAleavey 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing – Jan van Aardt 

Graduates of the Last Decade – Dhireesha Kudithipudi 

Life Members – Amedeo Qualich 

Microwave Theory and Techniques – Greg Pettis 

Photonics –  

Power Engineering/Industry Applications – David Krispinsky 

Signal Processing – Dhiraj Joshi 

Technology Management Council – Paul Lee 

Student Branch Reports – Bill Fowlkes [5 minutes] 

Alfred University 

Rochester Institute of Technology 

Rochester Institute of Technology Computer Society 

University of Rochester 

Membership Report – TBD [2 minutes]  

Awards Report – Andy Gallagher [2 minutes] 

Electronic Communications – Jim Ziobro [2 minutes] 

Newsletter Report – Jacob Schanker [2 minutes] 

PACE Report – Joe DeVita  [2 minutes] 

RES Report – Mark Schrader [2 minutes] 

RCSS Report – Bill Brewer [2 minutes] 

Old Business 

None 

New Business  

None 

Open Discussion 

 

Date:  Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

Time:  12:00 PM  

Place:  
Shanghai Restaurant, 2920 West Henrietta Rd (at Townline Rd.) 

[Menu & Directions : www.shanghaichinese.com] 

http://www.shanghaichinese.com/
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IEEE Rochester Section Meeting 

3 January 2012 

 Attendee List 

23 in Attendance 

 

 

Name Position 

Brewer, Bill vol-RCSS Liaison 

DeVita, Joe Section-PACE Chair 

Fowlkes, William Section-Vice Chair 

Higgins, Thomas guest 

Hsu, Ken stud-rut-cs-Branch Chapter Counselor 

Kerekes, John Section-secretary/grs-Secretary 

Krispinsky, David pes-Chair 

Lee, Paul Section-Junior Past Chair 

Loui, Alexander Section-Chair 

Nelson, Bruce cscis-Chair 

Park, Minwoo sps-Treasurer 

Phillips, Daniel embs-Past Chair 

Qualich, Amedeo lm-Chair 

Rubin, Bruce MV Section Chair, R1 Newsletter editor 

Saltzberg, Eugene emc-pse-Chair/ reg-Region 1 Western Area Chair 

Schanker, Jacob Newsletter Editor 

Scheerens, Larry vol-Member at Large 

Schrader, Mark vol-RES Representative; tmc-Vice Chair 

Tague, Lyle member 

Thompson, Dennis Section-Treasurer 

van Aardt, Jan grs-Chair 

Vodacek, Tony grs-Vice Chair 

Ziobro, James Section-Chief Information Officer/pes-Junior Past 

ir 
 

Bold indicates voting member or representative. 
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Standing Committee Appointments 

 


